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ACTION AE-06 
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CONEIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 4236 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON F-5E AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES 

REF: A) STATE 80282, B) KHARTOUM 92, C) STATE 81656, 

D) STATE 84138 

1. 1 DELIVERED TO LONMIN KIELE TODAY TEXT OE GUIDANCE CONTAINED 

IN REE A AS MODIEIED BY REES B AND C. I PREEACED BY POINTING 

OUT THAT DELIVERY WOULD INEVITABLY BE CONSPICUOUS, ADDING THAT 

MEMBERS OE ETHIOPIAN MEDIA HAVE ALREADY, IN CONVERSATION WITH EMB- 

OEFS, DISPLAYED KNOWLEDGE OE IMPENDING ARRIVAL. KIELE 

HAD NO IMMEDIATE COMMENT ON SUBSTANCE OE GUIDANCE WHICH HE TERMED 

"A GOOD GUIDELINE." HE INSTRUCTED ACTING AMERICAN DESK OFEICER 

ALEMAYEHU SEIEU THIS AETERNOON, HOWEVER, TO ASK DCM THAT WE DELETE 

EROM THE ANSWER TO THE EIRST QUESTION (REF A) THE NUMBER (EIGHT) 

OE E-5E'S BEING AIRLIFTED. DCM PROMISED TO TRANSMIT REQUEST 
TO DEPT. ALEMAYEHU ADDED THAT EPMG WOULD NOT AS MATTER 
OE POLICY PLAN TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT, AND SAID IE THEY 
HAD TO, HE THOUGHT IT WOULD EOLLOW ALONG LINES OE OURS. 
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2. EONMIN KIELE ASKED ABOUT PROGRESS OE OVERELIGHT 
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CLEARANCES. I SAID I HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED BUT WAS SURE 
THAT CLEARANCE PROCEDURES WERE STARTED APRIL I AS SCHEDULED. 

HE AGAIN EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT REQUESTING OVERFLIGHT 
OF SUDAN (ADDIS 3749 - NOTAL), WHICH HE SEEMED TO FEEL WOULD 
NOT NECESSARILY BE EASY TO GET. HE SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY 
SHOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH ETHIOPIAN MILITARY TO GET ALTERNATIVE 
SUGGESTIONS ABOUT ROUTING AND OVERFLIGHTS. I REPLIED THAT NORMAL 
USG PROCEDURE EOR OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES OF USAF AIRCRAFT WOULD 
BE TO EOLLOW OUR OWN PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES, AND THAT I WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO CONSULT WITH EPMG MILITARY ON THIS MATTER 
WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON. HE ASKED WHETHER 
APRIL 15 IS STILL PROPOSED DATE, AND I REMINDED HIM THAT PROPER 
PHRASE IS "PLANNING DATE" FOR DELIVERY. I SAID I WOULD HOPE 
IN NEAR EUTURE TO HAVE FIRMER DATE TO GIVE EPMG, AFTER PROGRESS 
ON OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES IS KNOWN. 

HUMMEL 
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